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LONDON POUCH BELFAST 
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TAGS: PINS El UK (NI) 

SUB J : PROVO TRUCE? 

1. CONTACTS IN BOTH GOVT AND OPPOSITION NOW THINK IT LIKELY THAT 
CHRISTMAS TRUCE WILL RESULT FROM MEETING IN FEAKLE BETWEEN PROVISIONA 
L 

IRA AND PROTESTANT CHURCHMEN (DUBLIN 1790). CONTACTS WOULD LIKE TO 
THINK TRUCE COULD BE EXTENDED INTO A LASTING CEASEFIRE. BUT THIS IS 
MUCH MORE DIFFICULT STEP. 

2. OPTIMISM IS ENCOURAGED BY PRESS REPORTS THAT CHURCHMEN ARE, IN 
SOME DEGREE, ACCEPTED AS INTERMEDIARIES BY BOTH BRITISH GOVT AND 
PROVOS. FROM WHAT HAS LEAKED OUT ABOUT THE "NEGOTIATIONS.' 1 
CHURCHMEN HAVE MADE A SERIOUS EFFORT TO BRIDGE THE WIDE GAP 
BETWEEN PROVO AND BRITISH CONDITIONS. (CONGEN BELFAST IS 
SENDING MORE DETAIL ON TRUCE "TERMS.") 

3. COMMENT: WHILE IT MAY APPEAR PARADOXICAL, PROTESTANT 
CHURCHMEN HAVE SOME LEVERAGE WITH IRA, SINCE AN APPEAL CAN BE 
MADE TO PROVOS’ CLAIMED NON-SECTARIAN PRINCIPLES. (IRA HAS A 
LONG HISTORY OF IGNORING CATHOLIC CLERGY.) CHURCHMEN ARE ALSO 
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GOVT EMBARRASSMENT. 

4. UNFORTUNATELY, PAST TRUCE ATTEMPTS HAVE SHOWN HOW DIFFICULT IT 
IS TO RECONCILE PROVO AMBITIONS WITH REQUIREMENTS FOR A LASTING 
PEACE. A SHORT TRUCE WOULD, OF COURSE, BE NICE - BUT NOT NECES- 
SARILY MEANINGFUL. A BRIEF TRUCE MIGHT, IN FACT, ONLY RESULT IN 
NEW PUBLICITY AND STATUS FOR THE IRA. A LASTING CEASEFIRE WOULD 
BE A REAL BREAKTHROUGH, BUT PROVOS HAVE NOT YET GIVEN SIGNS OF 
WILLINGNESS TO MAKE THAT KIND OF CONCESSION. 
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